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roduction became mgmﬁeant!
96-97, the production of coal i increased ﬁ%}m 32‘

, power generation from 5.1 billion Kwh to 390.5 :
10.3 m tonnes to 33 m tonnes over the period.

~ There has been substantial growth both in the spread of network as well
s the output of the transport system. Besides increase in railway lines,
~ freight traffic and passenger traffic recorded a growth rate of about 5 per cent
A '~ﬂflﬁng the period. Similarly, there has been marked growth in the traffic at

major ports and domestic airlines passenger traffic. Road transport fleet and f
| shippmg tonnes have also increased substantially.

5 - Social Services. Modernisation is also reflected in the spread of soc1a1
services. There has been a significant increased in development expenditure
on social services whose share in GDP grew from 3 per cent in 1950-51 to 14
per cent in 1996-97. There has been a marked expansion of health services.
The number of doctors, nurses and hospitals has increased. Villages have been
electrified. Drinking water has been supplied to lakhs of villages. There has
been a spectacular spread of education in rural areas. The number of secondary

schools, colleges, universities, medical and engineering institutes has
- multiplied manifold.”

3. Self-Reliance

Self-relience means “a reduction in the dependence on foreign aid,
diversification of domestic production and a consequential reduction in imports
for certain critical commodities and the promotion of exports to enable us to
pay for imports from our own resources.” A major constraint towards achieving
the objective of self-reliance has been unfavourable balance of payments
(BOP). The deficit in BOP increased from a modest Rs. 42 crores in the First
“Plan to Rs. 63,179 crores in the Eighth Plan. These deficits were sought to be
ﬁby the use of foreign exchange reserves, inflows of external finance, and PR
through export promotion and import substitution. We try to asmthem Y
lich these measures have helped in the

its mmmuwa»&m*
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have been sometimes inc
, foreign exchange reserves incr
$ 25.2 billion in 1994-95 and decline |
7 to $ 26.2 billion in 1996-97. g
‘aid has been on the increase in absolute terms over the Play
L a meagre Rs. 177 crores in the First Plan to Rs. 23,733 crores j -
d S Pl . Taking the period from 195‘0-51 to 1995__-\_96, the net ajq
. n}vé& was only 47 per cent and the remaining 53 per cent haq gone back
:-as:piineip'al and interest payments. But .the real 1.nde).c of self-reliance is the
_ net aid as a percentage of Plan expenditure, which increased from 9.1 per
" cent in the First Plan to 28.1 per cent in the Second Pla_n, and to 34 per cent
in three Annual Plans. But it has been on the decline since .the Fourth Plap,
From 11.2 per cent in the Fourth Plan, it fell to 9.1 per cent in the Fifth Plan,
' to 4.6 per cent in the Seventh Plan and to 6.1

to 5.5 per cent in the Sixth Plan,
the goal of self-reliance,

per cent in Eighth Plan. This shows that we are nearing
t of the strategy for self-reliance is the increased

An important componen :
.~ oil production programine. The domestic production of refinery throughput
9-71 to 58.4 m tonnes in 1996-97 and

increased from 18.4 m tonnes in 197 ;
domestic production of crude oil from 0.3 m tonnes in 1950-51 to 33 m tonnes

5.96, but increased

in 1996-97.
There has been a substantial reduction in import dependence on foodgrains
' over the Planning era. Net imports of foodgrains declined from about 4 m
tonnes in 1970-71 to 2 m tonnes in 1989-90. In 1996-97, they were only 0.66

m tonnes. |
Import substitution is another measure towards a self-reliant economy.

India has been following this policy in the form of domestic production of
consumer goods of all types, including foodgrains, capital goods, intermediate
goods and the development of research and technology indigenously. She has
achieved a large measure of success towards this direction and has started
exporting a variety of durable consumer goods and capital goods which she
used to import earlier.
/F rther, the commodity-mix of India’s exports has considerably widened
In 1950-51, traditional exports like tea, jute and cotton textiles formed 55 per
cent of its total export trade. Now exports include, besides traditional items,

innumerable non-traditional items. Among the major non-traditional items are
Wr goods, gems, garments, textiles, engineering goods, chemicals and
many household consumer goods like bicycles, fans, scooter, and varied

~electrical appliances, etc.

Scanned with CamScanner

|

" Above all, India has been achieving self-reliance in science and J



1ave helped inthe growth
e and services thereby paving the w
we find th/at on all counts

IS - self-reliance.
» India is moving fast towards

y - Bvery five-year Plan in India from the Second Plan onwards has been
%iﬁﬁhasizing the objcctive.of planned growth with social justice and also
quggesting measures to achieve this. One of the main objectives of the Ninth
‘plan is growth with social justice and equity. This objective comprises
improvement of living standards of the people, alleviation of poverty, removal
of unemployment, and reduction in inequalities of income and wealth.
There has been significant improvement in the living standards of the -
average people. In some States of the country, life expectancy, infant mortality
rate, literacy, consumption of foodgrains and clothes, potable water, and
domestic electricity have reached satisfactory levels. For instance, the literacy
rate increased from 18.3 per cent in 1951 to 52.5 per cent in 1991. Significant
improvement in the health of the people is visible from the fact that the life
expectancy increased from 32 years to-61 years in 1995-96. | .
The per capita availability of cereals increased from 334 gms. per day in
1951 to 473 gms. in 1997, and of edible oils and vanaspati from 3.2 kgs. to
9.2 kgs. over the period. As on March 1998, potable water was available to
92.5 per cent of rural and 90.2 per cent of urban population. ElectriEi@ for -
lighting purposes was availables to 27 per cent of rural and 75 per cent of
urban families. To solve the housing problem, dwelling units have been
constructed in rural and urban areas. The National Housing Bank Pas been
making a significant contribution towards this direction. |
There has been vast improvement in the educational system in terms of
enrolment over the Plans. Enrolment in the primary and upper primary stage
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P ‘FAIL’URE OF PLANS

v ha ,made significant progress over forty,ﬁv
‘ t;u there are many weaknesses which poin

-\‘

ical area is 329 million hectares, of whxchl

land. But only 141 million hectares are used for
ﬁew the increasing needs for food, fodder,

area is inadequate. There are huge areas of degrad
m mﬂhon hectares due to water loggmgg
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